Title: Digital Picture Books for Children:  Features that Differ from Print and Why They Matter

Oral storytelling marked the beginnings that have continued through eras of print picture book-making. Now, the digital world has extended the varied ways in which stories for children are shared.  Oral storytelling practices are rich in traditions and structures that work, and print picture books theories are well established.  Decades of research have helped literacy educators clarify how children respond to print picture books and oral storytelling.  Yet, in the past few years, digital books for young children have become plentiful in both home and classroom environments, creating the need to understand what works, what helps, and what hinders children's learning and experiences with such stories.  What are the roles of sound, movement, and timing that go beyond print features of text, illustration and book design?  This session considers this question and the impact of the digital world of picture books on child audiences.
