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Digital technologies function as tools for facilitating children’s development of print literacies, and they serve as 21st century literacies in and of themselves. Thus, educators are interested in how these technologies might be used to help young children learn to read and write, and they have also had rethink what it means to be literate. This presentation focuses on what research has shown so far about the impact of digital technologies on children’s literacy development from ages 4-9. It examines the use of apps and other programs to teach beginning reading skills in English such as alphabet knowledge, phonological awareness, sight word recognition, and reading fluency, indicating mixed results and exploring why. It also examines how young children’s writing and writing development has been impacted with the use of computers and tablets. The focus of discussion centers mainly on uses of technology in classroom settings but also considers technology in the home environments of young children.  
