Question-Answer-Relationship as a Language for Higher Level Thinking

To develop and use high-level thinking skills in new and increasingly complex situations benefits from curriculum coherence across students’ school experience.  Coherence involves three key elements:  (a) a clear, shared vision of the excellent literate graduate, (b) a staircase curriculum that leads students to that vision, and (c) common and shared language used by teachers and students across curricular areas and years in school.  Question-Answer-Relationships (QAR) can serve as a unifying language emphasizing sources of information important to learning and ways of using that information to learn across school subjects.  This presentation introduces the construct of QAR and its research base, describes how QAR fits when creating a school-wide staircase curriculum, then share how QAR was used as a language for coherence in professional development and, in turn, classroom instruction in a K-5 school in Queensland, Australia.

