Triad of Shared Book Reading and Emergent Literacy Development


Shared reading is the most commonly reported home literacy activity 
and is rightly strongly encouraged by educators. The nature of each 
shared book reading experience and the potential benefits to be 
gained from it are partly determined by the child, the adult, and 
the reading material itself, each component being an area of 
research. The talk will review research in each of these areas, 
concentrating on the period of shared reading when children begin to 
take on the reader role and parents lend explicit support to helping 
their children learn to read. It will explore the values of parents 
and the way they coach their children in shared reading, the 
characteristics of children and their reading behavior, and the 
physical characteristics of books including e-books and how they may 
shape young children’s attention to text and learning.
